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      Confraternity Prayer 

V Remember, O Lord, 

    Thy congregation.                                                                

R. Which Thou hast possessed 

from the  beginning.   Let us pray. 
O Lord Jesus, born to give testimony to the Truth, 
Thou who lovest unto the end those whom Thou 
hast chosen, kindly hear our prayers for our pas-
tors. Thou who knowest all things, knowest that 
they love Thee and can do all things in Thee who 
strengthens them. Sanctify them in Truth. Pour 
into them, we beseech Thee, the Spirit whom Thou 
didst give to Thy apostles, who would maketh 
them, in all things, like unto Thee. Receive the 
homage of  love which they offer up to Thee, who 
hast graciously received the threefold confession 
of  Peter. And so that a 
pure  oblation may eve-
rywhere be offered 
without ceasing unto 
the Most Holy Trinity, 
graciously enrich their 
number and keep them 
in Thy love, who art one 
with the Father and the 
Holy Ghost, to whom 
be glory and honour 
forever. Amen.. 
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must have been in the fast of the seventh month that the Priest Zach-
ary had the vision in the Temple; after which Elizabeth, his wife, con-
ceived St. John the Baptist: hence it follows that the Blessed Virgin 
Mary having, as the Evangelist St. Luke relates, received the Angel 
Gabriel's visit, and conceived the Saviour of the world in the sixth 
month of Elizabeth's pregnancy, that is to say, in March, the Birth of 
Jesus must have taken place in the month of December.  
 But it was not till the fourth century that the Churches of the 
East began to keep the Feast of our Saviour's Birth in the month of De-
cember. Up to that period they had kept it at one time on the sixth of 
January, thus uniting it, under the generic term of Epiphany, with the 
Manifestation of our Saviour made to the Magi, and in them to the 
Gentiles.  

Continued from page 5 
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From the Chaplainõs Desk  
 

 

 
Christmas is a time of joy, a time of peace, happiness and 

love. We make the tree, build the crib, and await the coming of the Di-
vine Child with hymns and carols.  
 
The first Christmas was not like Christmas today. On that first Christmas 
there were no trees or lights. Nobody wanted to receive the Blessed 
Mother and St. Joseph. All the doors were shut. No inn had room. Our 
Lord was born as an outcast, in the company of animals, in a run down 
stable and placed in a manger.  
 
²ƘƛƭŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅ ƻŦ ŘȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ōŜŘΣ hǳǊ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘōŜŘ 
was a cross. And while most newborn babies are placed in a warm crib, 
Our Lord was placed on some damp straw in a feeding trough.  
 
Our Lord did not come into this world with the sound of trumpets and 
all the glory He deserves. He did not come to draw attention to Himself - 
He came to draw us to Himself. Upon the cross, although surrounded by 
sinners, enduring evil, hatred, scorn and torments, He overcame sin, 
gave us grace and opened for us the gates of Heaven, granting us ever-
lasting bliss. So also in Bethlehem He endured rejection, ridicule, exile, 
indifference and hatred - even the attempt on His life by Herod - to 
show us His Love, granting Peace on Earth.  
 
While we can see the reflection of the Cross in the sufferings of the Di-
vine Child laying in the manger, we also see the reflection of the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass. This Divine Child laying on the altar of a manger is 
indeed the Spotless Victim offering Himself up for the sins of mankind to 
the Eternal Father. There was no reason other than for our sins that Our 
Blessed Lord began his life in the midst of sufferings. And while a glori-
ous king would enter into the world with the sound of trumpet, a Re-
deemer would enter into the world as a Victim for our sins. That is what 
we see in this Divine Child. This is Our Savior who has come into the 
world.  
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Not only is He a Victim for our sins as He lays on that altar of the man-
ger, but He happens to be also laying in what is a feeding trough. This 
feeding trough happens to be in a town called Bethlehem - a name 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŜǎ άƘƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ ōǊŜŀŘέΦ Iƻǿ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŀ ōƛǊǘƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ Iƻƭȅ 
Bread that is Food for our souls! 
 
When we observe the Nativity Scene we can find a reflection of all the 
elements of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. We have an altar, we have 
Our Eucharistic Lord, and He is also the Victim for our sins who voluntar-
ily is offering Himself as the Eternal High Priest. We can even find ador-
ing angels and the company of Our Lady and St. Joseph.  
 
In our world where Our Lord again is exiled from Christmas and is again 
taken out of society to make room for Christmas shopping and other 
man-made celebrations, we should never forget that the joy, the peace, 
the happiness, the giving and the love would never have been part of 
this holy day, if it were not for this Divine Victim in the manger, endur-
ing the hatred of man and turning it into Peace and Love.  
 
May God bless you and your families this Christmas. 
 
Rev. Fr. J. Fryar FSSP 
English-speaking Chaplain of the CSP 
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the city is ancient and being in it gives a sensation unlike anything that 
can be experienced back in North America, where a 100-year-old building is 
άŀƴŎƛŜƴǘΦέ 
 The second half of the trip was spent in Rome visiting many of the most 
important sites for Catholicism such as the Vatican, the Church of St. John 
Lateran and the Coliseum.  The pilgrimage, especially in Rome, focused on sites 
associated with St. Peter since one of the main purposes of the trip was to give 
thanks to the saint for his patronage of and intercession of the Fraternity of St. 
tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ нл ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  9ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊƛǇǎ ǘƻ {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ .ŀǎƛƭƛŎŀΣ ǘƘŜ 
Church of St. Peter in Chains, and attendance at the Wednesday General Audi-
ence of the Successor of St. Peter, Pope Benedict XVI.  Day trips to the shrine of 
{ǘΦ tƘƛƭƻƳŜƴŀ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ .ŜƴŜŘƛŎǘΩǎ aƻƴŀǎǘŜǊȅ ƻŦ aƻƴǘŜŎŀǎǎƛƴƻ ƳŀŘŜ ŘŜŜǇ ƛƳπ
pressions on the pilgrims. 
 For many, however, the highlight of the trip was the Pontifical High 
Mass with His Eminence Castrillion Cardinal Hoyas at the Church recently given 
to the Fraternity of St. Peter, Ss. Trinità dei Pellegrini (the Church of the Most 
Holy Trinity of the Pilgrims).  Perhaps even more memorable than the Mass for 
some was the experience of walking into this absolutely magnificent Church for 
the first time and realizing that the Fraternity has been given a gem of a Church 
near the Vatican in the heart of the Catholic Church, Rome.  With hundreds of 
years of history, over ten side altars, beautiful marble and paintings throughout 
and a glorious sanctuary and high altar, Ss. Trinità dei Pellegrini embodies the 
Sacred Tradition that the Fraternity and the Confraternity seek to be steeped in. 
 The success of the pilgrimage and the many graces received would not 
have been possible without the many prayers and sacrifices offered by Confra-
ternity members back home who were not able to travel.  For all of you, we 
were most grateful.  All Confra-
ternity members were remem-
bered in prayer at each of the 
holy sites visited by the pil-
grims.  Some went on the pil-
grimage by plane, others went 
by prayer.  Regardless of the 
method used, all members of 
the Confraternity of St. Peter 
were united in the common 
purpose of giving thanks to Al-
mighty God for the first 20 
years of fruit of the Priestly Fra-
ternity of St. Peter. 

Continued from page 8 

The Very Rev. Father John Berg, FSSP Superior General .  Offering 
Mass at the Tomb of St. Peter in Rome 
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There is a saying that I often see on mailings for missions: 
ά{ƻƳŜ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ƎƻƛƴƎΣ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ 
ōȅ ƎƛǾƛƴƎΦέ  ²ƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƛƴƪŜǊƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
/ƻƴŦǊŀǘŜǊƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǇƛƭƎǊƛƳŀƎŜ ǘƻ Lǘŀƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ hŎǘƻōŜǊΦ  {ƻƳŜ ƘŀŘ 
the privilege of traveling to the home of the Catholic Church, 
others participated by praying for the pilgrims.  I was blessed 
to be in the first group, representing the Confraternity of St. 
Peter in North America by joining with over 100 laymen and 
five priests for the 10 day journey to mark the 20th Anniversary 
of the founding of the Priestly Fraternity of St. Peter.   

      After the nine-hour trans-Atlantic flight, the North American pilgrims 
boarded two buses and headed north for the two-hour trip to Norcia, the birth-
place of the twin saints Benedict and Scholastica.  Norcia (sometimes written as 
Nursia) would be our home base for three nights, and what a way to begin the 
pilgrimage.  Our Masses on those days were said in the Church built over the 
site where the twin saints were born 1,500 years ago.  The spot, located in the 
crypt below the main Church now contains the tabernacle for the crypt chapel.  
Especially memorable for many pilgrims was the Solemn High Mass said in the 
main Church on Monday morning with servers and choir made up of the priests 
and pilgrims in our group.  Tuesday was spent in Cascia, a 30 minute drive from 
Norcia and resting place of the body of St. Rita of Cascia which is contained in a 
large glass reliquary located in the Church of St. Rita.  The group was privileged 
to be able to enter the convent walls where St. Rita lived as a professed nun for 
much of her later life.  We saw the holes in the courtyard wall where the bees 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎǘƛƴƎŜǊǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎǊŀǿƭŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦŀƴǘ wƛǘŀΩǎ ƳƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŜπ
telling her future sanctity still live.  In the same courtyard we saw the grapevine 
ǘƘŀǘ ƳƛǊŀŎǳƭƻǳǎƭȅ ǎǇǊƻǳǘŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ {ǘΦ wƛǘŀΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŘŜŀŘ 
stick for a year was rewarded by God and is still vigorous and green today. 
The group travelled next to Assisi to visit the tombs and Churches of Saints 
CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ŀƴŘ /ƭŀǊŜΣ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎŀƴǎΦ  CƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ άōŀŘ ǇǊŜǎǎέ ǘƘŀǘ !ǎπ
sisi may have had in years past, our group found these to be sites of great holi-
ness.  Especially striking to me was the famous San Damiano Crucifix which 
ǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƻ {ǘΦ CǊŀƴŎƛǎΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ hǳǊ [ƻǊŘ ǘƻƭŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ άǊŜǇŀƛǊ aȅ ƘƻǳǎŜ 
όƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǊǳƛƴǎΦέ  aƻǎǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŎƻǇπ
ies of this crucifix but it looks so much more  clear and beautiful than any of the 
copies  
     For many of the pilgrims, this was the first opportunity to experience the 
feeling of being in a Medieval walled city.  Although Assisi has all the modern 
conveniences such as electricity, plumbing, restaurants and hotels, most of  

Rev. Father John 
Brancich, FSSP, 
Pastor Immaculate 
Conception 
Church, Omaha, 
NE 

Reflections from the 20th Anniversary 
Pilgrimage to Rome. 

Continued on page 9 
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WE apply the name of Christmas to the 
forty days which begin with the Nativity 
of our Lord, December 25, and end with 
the Purification of the Blessed Virgin, 
February 2. It is a period which forms a 

distinct portion of the Liturgical Year, as distinct, by its own special 
spirit, from every other, as are Advent, Lent, Easter, or Pentecost. One 
same Mystery is celebrated and kept in view during the whole forty 
days. Neither the Feasts of the Saints, which so abound during this 
Season; nor the time of Septuagesima, with its mournful Purple, which 
often begins before Christmastide is over, seem able to distract our 
Holy Mother the Church from the immense joy of which she received 
the good tidings from the Angels on that glorious Night for which the 
world had been longing four thousand years. The Faithful will remem-
ber that the Liturgy commemorates this long expectation by the four 
penitential weeks of Advent.  
 The custom of celebrating the Solemnity of our Saviour's Na-
tivity by a feast or commemoration of forty days' duration is founded 
on the holy Gospel itself; for it tells us that the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
after spending forty days in the contemplation of the Divine Fruit of 
her glorious Maternity, went to the Temple, there to fulfill, in most 
perfect humility, the ceremonies which the law demanded of the 
daughters of Israel, when they became mothers.  
 The Feast of Mary's Purification is, therefore, part of that of Je-
sus' Birth; and the custom of keeping this holy and glorious period of 
forty days as one continued Festival has every appearance of being a 
very ancient one, at least in the Roman Church. And firstly, with re-
gard to our Saviour's Birth on December 25, we have St. John Chry-
sostom telling us, in his Homily for this Feast, that the Western 
Churches had, from the very commencement of Christianity, kept it on 
this day. He is not satisfied with merely mentioning the tradition; he 
undertakes to show that it is well founded, inasmuch as the Church of 
Rome had every means of knowing the true day of our Saviour's Birth, 
since the acts of the Enrollment, taken in Judea by command of Augus-
tus, were kept in the public archives of Rome. The holy Doctor ad-
duces a second argument, which he founds upon the Gospel of St. 
Luke, and he reasons thus: we know from the sacred Scriptures that it 

The Liturgical Year, Christmas, 
Book I, by Dom Gueranger, 
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And it came to pass, when the Lord Jesus was born at 
Bethlehem of Judæa, in the time of King Herod, be-
hold, magi came from the east to Jerusalem, as Ze-
raduscht had predicted; and there were with them 
gifts, gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. And they 
adored Him, and presented to Him their gifts. Then the 
Lady Mary took one of the swaddling-bands, and, on 
account of the smallness of her means, gave it to 
them; and they received it from her with the greatest 
marks of honour. And in the same hour there ap-
peared to them an angel in the form of that star which 
had before guided them on their journey; and they 
went away, following the guidance of its light, until 
they arrived in their own country. Matthew 2:1-12 And 
their kings and chief men came together to them, ask-

ing what they had seen or done, how they had gone and come back, what they had brought 
with them. And they showed them that swathing-cloth which the Lady Mary had given them. 
Wherefore they celebrated a feast, and, according to their custom, lighted a fire and wor-
shipped it, and threw that swathing-cloth into it; and the fire laid hold of it, and enveloped it. 
And when the fire had gone out, they took out the swathing-cloth exactly as it had been be-
fore, just as if the fire had not touched it. Wherefore they began to kiss it, and to put it on 
their heads and their eyes, saying: This verily is the truth without doubt. Assuredly it is a great 
thing that the fire was not able to burn or destroy it. Then they took it, and with the greatest 
honour laid it up among their treasures. 
 . And when Herod saw that the magi had left him, and not come back to him, he 
summoned the priests and the wise men, and said to them: Show me where Christ is to be 
born. And when they answered, In Bethlehem of Judæa, he began to think of putting the Lord 
Jesus Christ to death. Then appeared an angel of the Lord to Joseph in his sleep, and said: 
Rise, take the boy and His mother, and go away into Egypt. Matthew 2:13-14 He rose, there-
fore, towards cockcrow, and set out. 
 . While he is reflecting how he is to set about his journey, morning came upon him 
after he had gone a very little way. And now he was approaching a great city, in which there 
was an idol, to which the other idols and gods of the Egyptians offered gifts and vows. And 
there stood before this idol a priest ministering to him, who, as often as Satan spoke from 
that idol, reported it to the inhabitants of Egypt and its territories. This priest had a son, three 
years old, beset by several demons; and he made many speeches and utterances; and when 
the demons seized him, he tore his clothes, and remained naked, and threw stones at the 
people. And there was a hospital in that city dedicated to that idol. And when Joseph and the 
Lady Mary had come to the city, and had turned aside into that hospital, the citizens were 
very much afraid; and all the chief men and the priests of the idols came together to that idol, 
and said to it: What agitation and commotion is this that has arisen in our land? The idol an-
swered them: A God has come here in secret, who is God indeed; nor is any god besides Him 
worthy of divine worship, because He is truly the Son of God. And when this land became 
aware of His presence, it trembled at His arrival, and was moved and shaken; and we are ex-
ceedingly afraid from the greatness of His power. And in the same hour that idol fell down, 
and at its fall all, inhabitants of Egypt and others, ran together. 

The Arabic Gospel of 
the Infancy of the   

Saviour C 600  
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 . And the son of the priest, his usual disease having come upon him, entered the 
hospital, and there came upon Joseph and the Lady Mary, from whom all others had fled. 
The Lady Mary had washed the cloths of the Lord Christ, and had spread them over some 
wood. That demoniac boy, therefore, came and took one of the cloths, and put it on his 
head. Then the demons, fleeing in the shape of ravens and serpents, began to go forth 
out of his mouth. The boy, being immediately healed at the command of the Lord Christ, 
began to praise God, and then to give thanks to the Lord who had healed him. And when 
his father saw him restored to health, My son, said he, what has happened to you? And 
by what means have you been healed? The son answered: When the demons had 
thrown me on the ground, I went into the hospital, and there I found an august woman 
with a boy, whose newly-washed cloths she had thrown upon some wood: one of these I 
took up and put upon my head, and the demons left me and fled. At this the father re-
joiced greatly, and said: My son, it is possible that this boy is the Son of the living God 
who created the heavens and the earth: for when he came over to us, the idol was bro-
ken, and all the gods fell, and perished by the power of his magnificence. 
 . Here was fulfilled the prophecy which says, Out of Egypt have I called my son. 
Joseph indeed, and Mary, when they heard that that idol had fallen down and perished, 
trembled, and were afraid. Then they said: When we were in the land of Israel, Herod 
thought to put Jesus to death, and on that account slew all the children of Bethlehem 
and its confines; and there is no doubt that the Egyptians, as soon as they have heard 
that this idol has been broken, will burn us with fire.  
 . Going out thence, they came to a place where there were robbers who had 
plundered several men of their baggage and clothes, and had bound them. Then the rob-
bers heard a great noise, like the noise of a magnificent king going out of his city with his 
army, and his chariots and his drums; and at this the robbers were terrified, and left all 
their plunder. And their captives rose up, loosed each other's bonds, recovered their 
baggage, and went away. And when they saw Joseph and Mary coming up to the place, 
they said to them: Where is that king, at the hearing of the magnificent sound of whose 
approach the robbers have left us, so that we have escaped safe? Joseph answered 
them: He will come behind us. 
  Thereafter they came into another city, where there was a demoniac woman 
whom Satan, accursed and rebellious, had beset, when on one occasion she had gone 
out by night for water. She could neither bear clothes, nor live in a house; and as often as 
they tied her up with chains and thongs, she broke them, and fled naked into waste 
places; and, standing in cross-roads and cemeteries, she kept throwing stones at people, 
and brought very heavy calamities upon her friends. And when the Lady Mary saw her, 
she pitied her; and upon this Satan immediately left her, and fled away in the form of a 
young man, saying: Woe to me from you, Mary, and from your son. So that woman was 
cured of her torment, and being restored to her senses, she blushed on account of her 
nakedness; and shunning the sight of men, went home to her friends. And after she put 
on her clothes, she gave an account of the matter to her father and her friends; and as 
they were the chief men of the city, they received the Lady Mary and Joseph with the 
greatest honour and hospital-
ity. 

Source. Translated by Alexander Walker. From Ante-Nicene Fathers, 
Vol. 8. Edited by Alexander Roberts, James Donaldson, and A. Cleveland 
Coxe. (Buffalo, NY: Christian Literature Publishing Co., 1886.) Revised 
and edited for New Advent by Kevin Knight. 
<http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/0806.htm>. 
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