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SACERDOTALEM ANNUM  

19th June 2009 - 19th June 2010 

This year marks the 150th anniversary of the en-
trance into heaven of the patron saint of parish 
priests, St John Mary Vianney (Cure dõArs). The 
Holy Father, Benedict XVI, has declared this year to 
be dedicated to the priesthood, from the Solemnity 
of the Sacred Heart, 19th June 2009, until 19th June 
2010.  During this year the Holy See has granted 
both Plenary and Partial Indulgences, for priests 
and laity. 

Continued on page 3 

PRAYER OF 
ST. JOHN VIANNEY 

 
I love You, O my God,  and my only desire 
is to love You until the last breath of my 
life.  

I love You, O my infinitely lovable God, 
and I would rather die loving You, than 
live without loving You.  

I love You, Lord  and the only grace I ask is 
to love You eternally... 

My God, if my tongue cannot say in every 
moment that I love You,  

I want my heart to repeat it to You as of-
ten as I draw breath. 

Amen 
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From the Chaplain 

Continued on page 4 

You donõt have to search too hard on the web to come 
across a prank that was performed at Best Buy, where 80 
individuals dressed in blue polo shirts and khaki pants (the 
uniform of Best Buy employees) entered the store and 
stood around the isles. When people came up to them and 
asked questions, they answered as best they could, but if 
asked if they worked there, they answered no. Eventually 
the police were called in, but while it lasted it made for a 
very interesting situation.  
 
This incident may remind you of a similar phenomenon in 
the Church in recent years. The trouble is that it is not a 
prank. We have had far too many people who are not 
priests, taking the roles of priests in everything, save the 
impossible, so much so, that there is now confusion be-
tween the Ministerial Priesthood and the Royal Priest-
hood, regarding the purpose, rights and obligations of each.  
The Royal Priesthood makes someone a participant in the 
Mystical Body of Christ, Who is the Eternal High Priest. 
However it does not entitle the person to perform ministry, 
for which the Ministerial Priesthood has been insti-
tuted.   While this situation would be confusing enough, 
unfortunately it is not the whole picture.  Taking the Best 
Buy incident, suppose all the bona fide workers were not 
wearing their uniforms?  This would portray the sad situa-
tion we find in the Church.  While, there are many taking 
the roles of priests, it is rather difficult to find the real 
priests.  
 
The identification of clerics is two- fold.  On the one hand 
it should be manifested by the wearing of clerical garb. On 
the other hand it should be a reflection of an interior life in 
union with the Divine Model of the priest: the Sacred 
Heart of Our Lord.  It is a beautiful sight to see nuns in 
habit perform a play because they will dress up as the char-
acters over the tops of their habits. It is almost as if their 
habit is their skin, and they dress their character in the 
play over the top of this òskinó. That is how the clerical 
garb should be to the priest. It should be an exterior mani-
festation of his priesthood, that priesthood which inte-
riorly he cannot divest himself of. 
 
It would be an outstanding improvement for the spiritual-
ity of the Church if priests were mandated to wear their 
clerical garb at all times, and that such a rule was enforced. 
It would bring back a visual presence of the ministers of 
Christ in the world. It would remind people of the salva-
tion of their souls, in a similar way as the proverbial cruci-
fix in the classroom helps sanctify the education of our 
children. But unfortunately the real lack of identity of the 
priest today is not a visual one. The fact that priests collec-

tively do not wear their visually identifying garb is a mani-
festation of a much deeper confusion: the lack of a spiritual 
identity. Beyond the exterior and visual identity of the cas-
sock or clerical garb, is the interior identity of the priest as 
an alter Christus. Insofar as the priest conforms to the Sacred 
Heart of Our Lord, so much the more does he manifests his 
own priesthood, because ultimately the priest stands as a 
proxy to Our Lord when he stands at the altar. The more 
he conforms to the Heart of Our Lord, the more worthily 
he is a proxy of the Eternal High Priest at the moment of 
Sacrifice. And this is a lot more difficult to achieve, than 
just getting dressed in the morning. This is something that 
the priest should strive for continuously. This is what Our 
Lord meant when He said that to be His disciple one 
should renounce his very life: òIf any man come to me, and hate 
not his father and mother and wife and children and brethren and sis-
ters, yea and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.ó (Luke 
14:26) 
 
 

  
Prayer for Priests  

by St. Therese of Lisieux 
 

 O Jesus, eternal Priest, keep your priests within the 
shelter of Your Sacred Heart, where none                           

may touch them. 
Keep unstained their anointed hands,                               
which daily touch Your Sacred Body.                                      

Keep unsullied their lips, daily purpled                       
with your  Precious Blood.                                                           

Keep pure and unearthly their hearts, sealed                                
with the sublime mark of the priesthood.                                      

Let Your holy love surround them and shield them 
from the world's contagion.                                                                   

Bless their labors with abundant fruit and may the 
souls to whom they minister be their joy and consola-

tion here and in heaven their beautiful                                       
and everlasting crown. Amen. 
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FOR PRIESTS 

 Plenary Indulgence for Living or Dead Priests 

To be Gained Each Day 

 1.         Being truly repentant 

2.         On any day recite at least Lauds or Vespers be-

fore the blessed Sacrament exposed, or reposed 

in the tabernacle, and who offer themselves with 

a ready and generous heart for the celebration of 

the sacraments, especially Confession. 

3.         Go to Confession 

4.         Receive Holy Communion 

5.         Pray for the Holy Fatherõs Intentions 

             (1 Our Father, 1 Hail Mary, 1 Gloria) 

  

Partial Indulgence for the Living or Dead Priests 

  

1.         Recite 5 Our Father, 5 Hail Mary, 5 Glorias 

to live a holy life and carry out in a holy manner the of-

fices entrusted to them. 

 

FOR ALL THE FAITHFUL 

Plenary Indulgence for the Living or the Dead To Be 

Gained on June 19th 2009 and June 19th 2010, 

Tuesday August 4th 2009 (Feast of St John Mary Vian-

ney) and the First Thursday of Each Month 

 1.         Being truly repentant 

2.         In a church or chapel attend Holy Mass 

3.         Offer prayers and good works to Christ the High-

Priest for the priests of the Church, so that He 

may sanctify them and form them according to 

his Sacred Heart. 

4.         Go to Confession 

5.         Go to Holy Communion 

6.         Pray for the Holy Fatherõs Intentions 

             (1 Our Father, 1 Hail Mary, 1 Glory Be) 

  

  

The Plenary Indulgence will likewise be granted to the 

elderly, the sick and all those who for any legitimate 

reason are confined to their homes who, with a mind 

detached from any sin and with the intention of fulfill-

ing as soon as possible the three usual conditions 

(Confession, Communion and Prayers for the Holy Fa-

therõs Intentions), at home or wherever their impedi-

ment detains them, provided that on the above-

mentioned days they recite prayers for the sanctifica-

tion of priests and confidently offer the illnesses and 

hardships of their lives to God through Mary Queen of 

Apostles. 

                  Partial Indulgence for All the Faithful 

  

1.         Devoutly Recite 5 Our Fathers, 5 Hail Maryõs, 5 

Glorias in honour of the Sacred Heart of Jesus to obtain 

that priests be preserved in purity and holiness of life. 

   

Continued from cover 
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The Tears of St. PeterñEl Greco 1603-1604 

 

Confraternity Pins  

        available for $6.50 includes  shipping 

Contact Mrs. Tish Gallagher                                                      

1-916-223-3112.                                                                       

Stephens Bookstore                                                                    

5461 44th St.                                                                               

Sacramento, CA  95831                                                                    

Or you can email Mrs. Gallagher                                                        

at tish5@surewest.net 

 

 
 
 

We need holy priests in our world today. We need 
priests that can reflect the Heart of Our Savior on this 
world so that we can see our faith being lived and have 
hope for salvation. We need priests who can guide souls 
to Heaven, and are clearly on the path they wish to guide 
our souls along.  We need holy priests. We can see the 
impact that holy priests have on souls if we look at holy 
models like St. Padre Pio, St. John Vianney, St. John Bosco 
or a host of others. We cannot say the same thing for 
priests who do not reflect the image of Our Lord. Usually 
we try to cover up their lives.  
 
This is why the Holy Father has called us to pray for 
priests this year. And as Confraternity members who are 
already dedicated to prayer for priests and vocations, we 
should take this call for prayer seriously. If the Holy Fa-
ther had made a call for a year of poverty, the Franciscans 
would certainly show the way for the rest of us. Obvi-
ously the CSP is not the only sodality that prays for 
priests. Still, with a special request from the Vicar of 
Christ for what is directly related to our purpose and in-
tentions, we should do our best to respond and take 
prayer for priests seriously. 

 While there is nothing added to our usual Confraternity 
obligations this year, it would be a good thing if we vol-
untarily added some extra prayers for priests to our 
morning or evening prayers. One suggestion would be to 
pray the prayer of St. Therese of Lisieux after the Confra-
ternity Prayer each day. Maybe an occasional sacrifice 
could be made for priests throughout the year. Whatever 
we decide to do, we should make the resolution this year 
to pray that Our Lord will send us many holy priests.  
Priests that are a true reflection of His Heart. 
 
God bless you, and you are always in my prayers 
Rev. Fr. J. Fryar FSSP 
English - Speaking Chaplain of the CSP 
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June19,2009:General    

Presentat ion 

This interior renewal of all priests is very 
important to the life of the Church, to the 
health of the whole Mystical Body.  In the 
face of continued secularization and its re-

jection of God and the supernatural life, a corresponding 
lack of understanding and appreciation of the priesthood 
has inevitably developed.   This has become immediately 
and unfortunately clear in the first reaction to the ôYear for 
Priestsõ by some, who have used it as an opportunity to 
speak out against such constitutive elements of the priest-
hood as celibacy and the office of governing. 
In this atmosphere of negativity and confusion there is the 
heightened danger for the priest himself of losing his sense 
of identity as a priest.  In his address to the Congregation 
for Clergy, where he first announced the ôYear for Priests,õ 
the Holy Father alludes to just such a threat of 
ôundervaluing the ministerial priesthoodõ: òThe centrality of 
Christ brings with it the correct appreciation of the minis-
terial priesthood, without which neither the Eucharist nor, 
consequently, the mission and the Church herself would 
exist. In this connection it is necessary to watch so that the 
'new structures' of pastoral organizations are not thought 
out for a time in which the ordained ministry is 
'undervalued,' starting from an erroneous interpretation of 
the correct promotion of the laity, because in such a case 
the premises would be established for an ultimate dissolu-
tion of the ministerial priesthood and the eventual pre-
sumed 'solutions' would coincide dramatically with the 
real causes of the current problems linked to the ministry.ó 

All too often, wherever it finds a distinction between men, 
this secularized world tends to try to cultivate a state of 
continual class warfare or at least seeks to introduce the 
specter of ongoing status-rivalry.  It posits struggles be-
tween men and women, employer versus employee, and 
even the laity against the priest as if everything could be 
reduced to a struggle for power. 

Unfortunately, this perspective has encouraged some erro-
neously to conclude (either implicitly or explicitly) that 
the best way to underline the dignity of the laity is by di-
minishing the character of the priesthood in its three of-
fices of teaching, sanctifying and governing.  This is to re-
duce the relation of priest and laity to a conflict about sub-
ordination, ignoring the corresponding duties and respon-
sibilities in each state which, having been established by 
Christ in constituting His Church, are in fact fully comple-
mentary. 

 

This error is exemplified in the general practical reaction to 
the attempt of Vatican II to address the situation of the 
Church in the modern world and thus to aid the Church in 
finding the best means to reassert its voice in a world 
which had already become dramatically secularized by the 
1960s.  The actual goal in view was to alert the laity to their 
particular duty and role within human society and its cul-
ture (Lumen Gentium 30, 31).  They would exercise an eccle-
sial service in which, through their own insertion into the 
world, politicians, lawyers, scientists, doctors and others 
who determine policy and direction in our society would 
have an opportunity to encounter in them the truth of the 
Gospel. In a secularized world very few of these would ever 
stumble first into a church to hear a sermon from the 
priest, but all of them would rub shoulders with the 
Catholic laity in the workplace and general society.   

Unfortunately this signally important duty of the laity to 
bring the faith with them into the proper exercise of their 
state in life has become too often obscured or altogether 
forgotten in the scramble for 'power'.  The proper position 
and contribution of the laity to the life of the Church has 
been replaced in many minds with an idea that the best 
way to stress the dignity of the laity is to 'clericalize' them, 
especially within the sanctuary and in the context of the 
sacred liturgy.  Such a simplistic response does nothing to 
promote understanding either the identity of the priest or 
the real and important duties of the faithful in the world.  If 
the Church is to have its voice in the current culture it 
must have faithful clearly and carefully instructed and in-
spired to serve the Gospel by the way they live their lives in 
accord with their duties of state instead of being encour-
aged to evaluate their value   as dependent on the attain-
ment of elements proper to the clerical state. 

The model for the priest offered by the Holy Father in this 
year is of course the patron of parish priests, St. John Marie 
Vianney, who spoke often to his flock about the great gift 
of the priesthood: òA good shepherd, a pastor after Godõs 
heart, is the greatest treasure which the good Lord can 
grant to a parish, and one of the most precious gifts of di-
vine mercy.ó He stressed the priesthood as essential to the 
salvation of souls: òWithout the priest, the passion and 
death of our Lord would be of no avail. It is the priest who 
continues the work of redemption on earth.ó  Finally, he 
marveled at the gift which he himself had received: òIf the 
priest really knew what he was, he would die, not of fear, 
but of love.ó 

 

Continued on page 6 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/speeches/2009/march/documents/hf_ben-xvi_spe_20090316_plenaria-clero_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/speeches/2009/march/documents/hf_ben-xvi_spe_20090316_plenaria-clero_en.html
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With all of this in mind, it seems especially opportune this 
year to speak about priestly identity.  Just before the mo-
ment of his ordination the bishop exhorts the young man 
to do precisely this throughout his priesthood: Agnoscite 
quod agitis; imitamini quod tractatis; quatenus mortis Dominicae 
mysterium celebrantes, mortificare membra vestra a vitiis et concu-
piscentiis omnibus procuretis. òUnderstand that which you do; 
imitate that which you treat; as you celebrate the mystery 
of the death of the Lord, look to mortify yourself from all 
vice and every evil desireó 

Given that òthe object of the Fraternity of St. Peter is the 
sanctification of priests through the exercise of the priest-
hood, and in particular, to turn the life of the priest to-
wards that which is essentially his raison 
dõ°treó (Constitutions, 7), it seems only fitting for the Fra-
ternity to offer a small contribution in celebrating this year 
by providing sources which will help in the work of deep-
ening our knowledge of the priesthood  in order to pro-
mote a clearer understanding of this immense gift and 
thereby to encourage  the corresponding response of gener-
osity that it demands of the ordained.   

Our Seminary in Wigratzbad will begin the academic year 
with a pilgrimage and Mass at the tomb of the Holy Curé 
of Ars in September.  Along with other sources which we 
hope will be an aid for priests throughout the course of this 
year we would like to provide a series of meditations on 
aspects of the priesthood which Pope Benedict XVI himself 
emphasizes in his Apostolic Letter proclaiming the ôYear 
for Priests.õ  These aspects will be especially considered in 
light of the life of St. John Marie Vianney.   

July-August    The office of sanctifying: the  
                    Mass and Confession 
September-October   The office of teaching 
November-December   The office of governing 
January-February              The priest and poverty 
March-April     The priest and chastity 
May-June    The priest and obedience 

May this series provide encouragement to the members of 
the Confraternity of St. Peter and all the faithful to pray 
ardently for priests. Most of all we hope that it will be a 
small aid to priests in understanding the riches of their vo-
cation to bring about the òinterior renewaló hoped for by 
the Holy Father, and the imitation of the Sacred Heart of 
Christ, the one High Priest.  òFor in the end, God is the 
only richness that men wish to find in a priestó (Benedict 
XVI, address to Cong. for Clergy). 

June 19, 2009, Feast of the Most Sacred Heart, Opening of 
the Year for Priests 

Very Rev. Fr John BergñSuperior General        

Continued from page 5 

JOHN 13: 16-17 
16 Amen, amen, I say to you: 

The servant is not greater than 

his lord: neither is the apostle 

greater than he that sent him. 

17 If you know these things, you 

shall be blessed if you do them. 

Saint John Vianney (Cure of Ars) signed his name to a clerical peti-
tion  his fellow priests circulated accusing St. Vianney of sensational-
ism, ignorance, and ostentatious poverty and austerities. As it was 
addressed to all clergy, St. Vianney  got a hold of it, read it, and 
promptly signed it accusing himself..  By 1834 the local priests them-
selves were going to St. Vianney  for confession.  
 
The seventeen evidences of a lack of humility : 
    By St. John Marie Vianney  
1. To think that what one says or does is better than what 
others say or do. 
2. To always want to get your own way.  
3. To argue with stubbornness and bad manners whether 
you are right or wrong.  
4. To give your opinion when it has not been requested or 
when charity does not demand it.  
5. To look down on another's point of view.  
6. Not to look on your gifts and abilities as lent.  
7. Not to recognize that you are unworthy of all honors 
and esteem, not even of the earth you walk on and things 
you possess.  
8. To use yourself as an example in conversations  
9. To speak badly of yourself so that others will think well 
of you or contradict you.  
10. To excuse yourself when you are corrected.  
11. To hide humiliating faults from your spiritual director, 
so that he will not change the impression he has of you.  
12. To take pleasure in praise and compliments.  
13. To be saddened because others are held in higher es-
teem.  
14. To refuse to perform inferior tasks.  
15. To seek to stand out.  
16. To refer in conversation to your honesty, genius, dex-
terity, or professional prestige.  
17. To be ashamed because you lack certain goods.  
 

St. John Marie Vianney sought  to reform 
himself, and in doing so, brought  others to 

holiness.  

Secret to SanctitySecret to SanctitySecret to Sanctity   
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